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Abstract 

The issue of corrupt practices has generated much debate and controversy 

especially as the society is degenerating daily as a result of its ugly consequences. 

Inadequate parenting shares in the blame because parents have inescapable 

responsibilities as they bring up their children. When they fail in this responsibility 

of nurturing and guiding their children aright, the society suffers. This paper 

examined inadequate child parenting as it concerns corrupt practices and behaviour 

in Nigeria. In addition, the paper discussed counselling implications to child 

parenting and behaviour and of course corrupt practices. The authors began with 

conceptual explanations of child parenting/inadequate parenting, corrupt practices 

and counselling psychology. Some efforts put in place by the government to combat 

corruption were identified, even though it has not succeeded in reducing corruption. 

Since counselling  has implication for inadequate child parenting and corrupt 

practices, the paper concludes and recommends among others that government 

should fund and establish counselling centers at all levels of the Nigerian 

educational institutions to enable psychologists and counsellors provide all round 

functional psychological and counselling services to all and sundry. 
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Introduction 

The overall development of a nation can only be achieved when the populace has 

acquired enough knowledge, skills and attitudes that starts from birth and lasts 

throughout their lifetime. The full development of a country like Nigeria is difficult 

considering the extent of corruption recorded in both private and public spheres. The 

act of corruption and involvement of people in corrupt practices have become an 

endemic and cancerous menace plaguing modern societies, socially, economically 

and politically (Eze, 2007). To curb this monster called corruption in Nigeria, it has 

to begin from the roots, meaning that proper parental care is needed to instill good 

morals in the younger generation. Good morals can be seen to be in opposite 

direction from corruption. Supporting this assertion, Lawal (2006) sees the word 

corrupt practices to refer to those behavioural practices, which tend to break moral 

or social codes of conduct or administrative rules or procedures. 

 

Adequate child parenting involves developing moral health in the child. Apart from 

physical and mental health, there is moral health which deals with moral conduct, 

honesty, justice, fairness, respect for elders and parents, love of fellowmen and the 

fear of God (Denga & Denga, 2007). A child with moral health can never be 

involved in any of the corrupt practices listed in the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

Corrupt Practices and Other Related offences Act of year 2000. For instance, a Chief 

Judge cannot be free of corrupt practices as a judge if the parents did not instill 

moral health in him/her. It will be difficult to change a public servant who lacks 

moral health and a healthy social psychological personality, which will only be 

developed by good child parenting.  

 

The problem of corruption in Nigeria has left the country in a state of despair as it is 

today. Everybody is clamouring for a change of attitude towards public office by the 

holders of such offices. Nigeria remains underdeveloped because the people at the 

helm of affairs either embezzle the money meant for development of different 

sectors or keep silent as corrupt practices go on. Youths of today are leaders of 

tomorrow; therefore if Nigeria must be free from corrupt practices, she must start the 

fight from home front via adequate parenting. This paper therefore examines 

inadequate child parenting as it concerns corrupt practices in Nigeria and the 

counselling psychology implication for a corrupt free nation. 

 

Child parenting 

Child parenting is a process of bringing up and caring for a child. Denga and Denga 

(2007) opined that the process may be carried out by biological or blood parents, or 

a parent in the case of single parents. The process of child parenting may also 

involve surrogate parents (step-parents or special care-givers) who are not real 
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parents, but are acting in loco parentis (in lieu of the biological parents or blood 

parents) (Denga & Denga, 2007). 

 

According to Uwe, Asuquo and Ekuri (2008), child parenting in the Nigerian 

context entails the nurturing relationship between the parents (or parent in the case 

of single parent) and the child. They added that in this relationship the parents have 

the responsibility and obligations to meet the needs of the child as well as teach the 

child ethical and spiritual principles of the society. It is when parents fail in their 

duties that the issue of inadequate parenting comes in. 

 

Corrupt Practices 

Corruption is seen from different perspectives by different people. Generally 

speaking it can be defined as outright abuse of office for personal gains. This 

involves public servants (civil servants and politicians) on the one hand and 

members of the public who are seeking public service on the other. According to 

Mburza (2007), a corrupt practice is an act of abuse of office whereby the person 

takes advantage of his or her position to engage in unwholesome acts while 

rendering a service. Some forms of corrupt practices listed in the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission 

(FRN 2000:17) include fraudulent acquisition of property and trade practices, 

misappropriation of funds, bribery, false declarations, diversion of funds, extortions, 

illegal tolls, use of office or position to obtain gratification. Eze (2007) categorized 

the prevalent corrupt practices in educational institutions to include examination 

malpractice, gangsterism, extortion, cultists‟ hits, murder and rape. Others include 

embezzlement of workers funds by top officials and unjust delay of staff promotion 

and payment of salaries. All these have resulted in untold hardship and 

underdevelopment to the nation especially among the youths and students who are 

supposed to be leaders of tomorrow. 

 

Previous Efforts to Combat Corrupt Practices in Nigeria 

Before the promulgation of the Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act in 

June, 2000 by the Obasanjo administration, corrupt practices had resulted in the loss 

of confidence in the Nigerian nation both at home and abroad due to activities of 

fraudsters, corrupt practices in public offices, indulgence of students in examination 

malpractice and the general mis-governance by the political leadership. 

Consequently on the international scene, Nigeria was blacklisted and isolated as a 

pariah state where integrity and transparency were alien, and where no transition 

occurred without the greasing of palms. However the establishment of government‟s 

instruments of anti corruption war such as Independent Corrupt Practice and Other 

Related Offences Commission (ICPC), the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) 2004 and setting up of anti-corruption units in the universities 



Inadequate Child Parenting as Precursor of Corrupt Practices in Nigeria 
V. N. Nwadinobi, Ph.D; C. E. Uzoezie, Ph.D; R. E. Queen Umezulike, Ph.D & D. M.  Afunugo, Ph.D 

 

118 
 

were demonstrations of government‟s attempts at combating the menace of corrupt 

practices in the Nigerian society. Aside from the establishment of these institutions, 

there are other administrative and sectorial reforms undertaken to curb corrupt 

practices. These reforms include strict enforcement of financial regulations, the 

setting up of a “Due Process and Monitoring Office” with adequate checks and 

balances to ensure transparency in procedures for contracts and procurement; the 

monetization of fringe benefits for public servants, the initiative to commit public 

offices to a service compact with Nigerians (SERVICOM) etc. 

 

The above institutions and measures which are to ensure transparency and integrity 

were established and enforced to combat and reduce opportunities for corrupt 

practices in Nigeria. Unfortunately these institutions and measures which started 

with Obasanjo administration and continued during Jonathan‟s tenure could not and 

have not reduced corruption in Nigeria. This is why the major agenda of the present 

administration of Muhammadu Buhari is to fight corruption, even though nobody is 

sure whether corruption will finally be eliminated by his administration.  Ajanaku 

(2017) made it clear that until there is a decisive shift in public apathy and the 

establishment of collective will towards achieving collective behavioural change 

through re-orientation of parents for adequate parenting, anti-corruption efforts may 

not be impactful enough to vanquish the monster. 

 

Inadequate Parenting and Corrupt Practices 

The prevailing atmosphere of corrupt practices and the establishment of the 

structures by the Federal Government, as discussed earlier have given rise to some 

pondering questions as to what could have been the possible root causes of youths 

and adults‟ involvement in corrupt practices? Could parents, who are expected to be 

custodians of appropriate behavior and morals in children, be held accountable for 

such corrupt practices as a result of their laxity and failure in carrying out their 

parental responsibilities? Inadequate parenting can be seen among parents who 

exhibit some corrupt behaviours and allow their children to follow suit. Monteleone 

(1996) earlier asserted that some parents go to the extent of conveying approval of, 

or encouraging their children‟s pre-conscious interest in the areas of sexuality, 

aggression, violence and substance abuse. Other corrupt behaviours in parents that 

breed corruption in their children as observed by researchers such as Ekanem 

(2000), Eweniyi (2000), Uwe, Ekuri and Asuquo (2004), and Obot (2000) include: 

 Sexual exploitation of children, for example encouraging prostitution by 

introducing teenage girls to sugar daddies‟ for monetary gains 

 Master sleeping with his housemaid 

 Allowing children sleep on the same bed with adult family friends thereby 

encouraging assault and rape 
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 Involvement in human trafficking 

 Use of children in errands to purchase items such as cigarettes, drugs, 

alcohol including ogogoro (illicit gin) 

 Encouraging the child to grow faster than his/her age for example, perming a 

child‟s hair, using adult make-up on the child and allowing the child out with peers 

unknown to parents and without their permission 

 Failure to provide necessary control or role model for learning socialization 

and responsible behavior 

 Ritualistic abuse of the child, for example using a girl child as a maiden in 

the worship of water goddess 

 Involvement of children in gambling 

 Offering and accepting bribes even before the child 

 Purchasing fake certificate for the child to gain admission into higher 

institution of learning etc. 

 

The parents are expected to pass on the societal values to their children such as 

respect for others, self control, goodness, altruism, truth, fairness and honesty (Uwe, 

Asuquo & Ekuri, 2008). The point being established here is that if parents instill the 

above societal values in their child, that it is difficult to see such a child in fraudulent 

acts such as corrupt practices when he grows up. The family is a great socialization 

agent and the first in the list of agents of socialization for that matter, with parents as 

leaders, showing that any mistake in this foundational agent is bound to affect others 

and the society in general negatively. In other words, the family is involved in 

molding a person‟s behaviour from the formative stage and once the family derails 

in its obligations, the entire society stands to suffer the consequences. 

 

It is sad to note that some parents who are at the head of this socialization unit 

expose their children to maladaptive and anti-social behaviours which later 

metamorphose into high place corrupt practices in public offices.  Some of them use 

their children in planting and/or peddling Indian hemp, and other dangerous 

substances. Some purchase fake certificates for their children to gain admission into 

higher institutions of learning and some even pay huge sums of money to their 

children‟s teachers/lecturers to alter their failed grades, etc (Uwe, Asuquo & Ekuri 

2008). 

 

Since children and youth represent the future generation, there is need for them to be 

properly moulded for their future roles by their parents. This tends to show that the 

type of training the parents give the child and the values they propagate will 

determine the future life of the child. This is because as pointed out by Pierson and 

Thomas (2002), once an attitude has been established concerning a certain 
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behaviour, it becomes difficult to eradicate. For instance, the corrupt lecturer that 

sexually harasses his/her students or charges money for higher grades may not have 

acquired the right values and morals from his parents. This is because adequate 

parenting brings up sound and progressive children while inadequate parenting 

breeds unproductive and undesirable citizens who often turn to be criminals (Denga 

& Denga, 2007). 

 

In a report by Babagide (2016) on how parents breed immorality, raise armed 

robbers observed that „a great moral confusion is sweeping across the country‟. He 

reported that apart from state of insecurity especially from activities of the Boko 

haram insurgents in parts of the North, „the next serious issue facing the nation has 

to do with family and moral decline‟. Continuing he went on to say that „without 

doubt, there is a palpable yearning among young people, even children, for some 

kind of unifying vision, a set of ideals to effectively tackle greed, corruption, 

selfishness, ethnic sentiments, immorality, loss of traditional values which seem to 

be taking over the landscape‟. He went on to explain that the greatest gifts parents 

can offer to their children apart from unconditional love is a set of values that the 

parents must encourage and also live by examples. Values give meaning to life, they 

establish templates setting moral standards and defining rules of behavior. He went 

on to attribute the reason for society‟s move towards sexual laxity and unbridled 

individualism to parents abdicating their roles and giving room to television, bad 

company, and other agents to influence their children. In a similar submission, 

Iheanacho (2014) posited that „an individual‟s morality and ethics are based on the 

process of socialization as well as modeling and education from parents or 

caregivers. In essence, we learn behavior at the knee of our parents and teachers.‟ 
 

Counselling Psychology Implication of Inadequate Parenting 

The paper has now established that inadequate parenting has a role to play in the 

corrupt practices ravaging the Nigerian society. It seems that counselling psychology 

as a major field of psychology has certain explanations to give and possible solution 

to the problem of corruption in Nigeria. First of all counselling as a concept is a 

helping relationship in which the counsellor being a professional provides useful 

services to clients or students based on their needs, taking cognizance of their 

immediate environmental influences (Nwadinobi, 2008). According to Akinade 

(2005), Counselling Psychology is a major field of psychology that assists 

individuals in dealing with several academic, vocational and socio personal 

problems that are not deep or intense psychological disorders. For him counselling is 

the application of mental health, psychological or human development principles, 

through cognitive, affective, behavioural or systematic intervention strategies, that 

address wellness, personal growth or career development as well as pathology. 
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Skinner‟s (1953) instrumental theory, which is otherwise known as „operant 

conditioning‟ demonstrated that the environment has much influence on learning 

and behaviour. This is noticed especially at the formative period of one‟s life. 

According to Skinner, environmental response to behavior serves either to reinforce 

or eliminate learning and behaviour. In other words if a response is reinforced, it is 

more likely for that behaviour to re-occur. Therefore parents who reinforce 

antisocial behaviours in their children encourage such behavior to reoccur. Such 

behaviours could turn to corrupt practices in future if such a child happens to be in a 

public office. 
 

Albert Bandura is another psychologist who propounded the social learning theory 

(1971) where he stressed the potent influence of modelling on the behaviour. As a 

behaviourist, he believed that all behaviours are learnt and so should also be unlearnt 

giving the necessary psychological support. He argued that behaviour is the joint 

product of the individual and the environment. He acknowledges that individuals 

can alter their environment, which therefore turns around to alter their behaviour. 

Bandura places great emphasis on observational learning and modeling, in his view 

of behaviour change processes. The implication is that corrupt parents are bound to 

breed corrupt children who eventually engage in corrupt practices as adults. 

Commenting and supporting the psychological foundations of human behaviour and 

learning, Moneteleon (1996) argued that corrupting could begin with rewarding the 

infants; encouraging violence towards peers; laughing at anti-social behaviours; and 

encouraging children to sell, deliver and use drugs. Furthermore, in permissive 

homes, children get premature autonomy. They come in and go as they wish. 

Ekanem (2000) argued that such parents who do not establish a clear consistent 

boundaries and limits for their children could be so permissive that children are left 

unguided as to what the acceptable behaviour should be. Such children according to 

her often put themselves into unwarranted problems even with law enforcement 

agencies. It is now clear that corruption being an anti-social activity could be learned 

through poor parenting. 
 

Conclusion 

 Inadequate parenting can negatively reinforce undesirable behaviours and corrupt 

tendencies if parents abandon their responsibilities and avoid punishing the child 

when he/she acts aggressively towards them or other people. Also parents can 

positively reinforce a child‟s corrupt tendencies when for example they give what 

he/she wants because the child antagonistically demands it. In acknowledgment of 

the ugly situation of corruption, various governments in Nigeria have put in place 

certain measures and institutions which included among others Independent Corrupt 

Practices and Other Related Offences Commission in June 2000, (ICPC), Economic 

and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) year 2000 and setting up of anti-

corruption units in the universities. All these measures seem to have failed in 
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curbing corruption in Nigeria hence, the call for change of attitudes and adequate 

parenting as an alternative measure. The problem can be approached through 

counselling psychology which provides a vital tool for adequate parenting and 

fighting corruption as it emancipates individuals from ignorance and makes them 

more conscious of their environment as well as their rights. 
 

Recommendations 
Based on the discussions so far, the following recommendations are therefore made: 

1. Nigerian government needs to demonstrate the will, sincerity, commitment 

as well as transparency to making sure that politicians, public officers who have 

corruptibly enriched themselves are adequately punished. When this is done, the 

citizenry, both youths and adults alike, will begin to imbibe the values and culture of 

honesty, faithfulness and accountability.  

2. Similarly, government should reward greatly in the society honest, faithful 

and hard working public officers and encourage honest politicians and public 

servants who profess the fear of God in their service to serve the nation in positions 

of higher responsibilities.  

3. Moreover, the government should establish and fund counselling centers at 

all levels of Nigerian social sectors to enable counsellors provide all round 

functional psychological and counselling services to all and sundry.  

4. Since counselling psychology has implication for inadequate parenting and 

reduction of corrupt practices that emanate from it, it is proper that government 

should appoint Educational psychologists and guidance counsellors in the Nations 

primary schools, crèche centers, secondary schools and tertiary institution. This will 

not only make them play the role of In-loco parentis but also, they will be in a 

position to interact with the parents and mentor them on adequate and inadequate 

parenting and the consequences of the later which includes corrupt  practices. 

5. Again Parents Teachers Association meetings should be turned into 

workshops where the theories of B. F Skinner, Albert Bandura and Rational Emotive 

Behaviour Therapy should be used as topics of the workshops. This will re-educate 

them on how to use reinforcements to either increase the probability of a desirable 

behaviour or decrease the occurrence of an undesirable behaviour. Also making 

them to realize their responsibilities to their children and that not fulfilling them is 

the cause of corrupt practices in the society at large. During such PTA meetings, the 

school counsellors could organize an enlightenment campaign on corruption control 

( Mburza, 2007). 
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