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Abstract 

The essence of this study was to determine the extent to which awareness strategies 

influence attitude of residents towards sewage disposal in Calabar Education Zone of Cross 

River state. To achieve this purpose, two research questions were developed and converted 

into two null hypotheses, which guided the study. The research design considered useful 

for the study was the survey design. The projected population of the study comprised of 

1,5900,200 people. The stratified random sampling technique was adopted in selecting five 

local government areas. Proportional sampling of 10% of communities sampled was 42 

communities while accidental sampling was adopted in selecting the 420 respondents used 

for the study. A questionnaire titled awareness strategies and attitude towards sewage 

disposal questionnaire (ASASDQ) which contained 22 items designed with four point 

modified Likert scale was the instrument used for data collection. It was also tested for 

reliability using Cronbach alpha method and the analyses obtained were between 72 to 81. 

The statistical tools employed for data analysis was simple linear regression. The results of 

these analyses revealed that there is low utilization of folktale as an awareness strategy in 

changing attitude of residents towards sewage disposal in the study area while electronic 

media shows significant influence on attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. Based 

on these findings, it was recommended that folktale should be used as it reflects cultural 

heritage of people values, attitude, belief, custom and tradition through education to 

preserve cultural environment. Folktales express emotion in a socially approved manner by 

creating tales that are realistic, using symbolic and metaphoric projection toward an issue 

like sewage disposal. 

 

Keywords: Folktales, electronic media, attitude and sewage disposal. 

 

Introduction 

Attitude consists of perception, thought and behavioural tendency to act positively or 

negatively towards the management of sewage disposal. Attitude results from personal 

desires and group stimulations and are actually part of an individual own personality. 

Achor, Ehikwe and Nwafor (2014) argue that sewage disposal is to a larger extent 

conditioned by individuals’ characters, their pattern of disposal, handling the source of 
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generation, the extent in which they channelize sewage and the level to which they desist 

from careless disposal and scattering. The greatest issue encountered in the environment 

recently is negative attitude of people towards sewage disposal. Every person is a potential 

generator of sewage which is harmful to human health; sewage disposal result from a wide 

range of sources during diverse social, economic and industrial activities.  

It is believed that in most cities, large accommodations establishments create big 

amount of liquid which requires a positive attitude or sensitive disposal. Similarly, Mara 

(2013) believed that public attitude is one of the most fundamental problems associated 

with sewage disposal and absence of awareness of neat premises. Since, demeanor is a 

persisting inclination towards a specific part of one's condition. Attitude toward sewage 

transfer might be affected through knowledge building efforts and instructive measures on 

the negative effects of inappropriate sewage disposal handling concerning general 

wellbeing and ecological conditions, and the estimation of concrete transfer. Sewage is 

disposed in several ways namely: on-site sanitation system (pit latrines or septic tank) and 

water born sewer system, gutter, river, open space and so on. This has become standard 

practice in built-up areas, most cities and industrial complexes. 

Attitude is the means of affection, acquiring knowledge, thoughts as well as 

behaviour to sustain what is learnt that caused cleanliness (Mara, 2013) for instance, 

sewage disposal channelization from former Mr. Big along Eta-agbor Road Calabar 

adjacent to small gate University of Calabar into the university environment directly toward 

open pavilion has caused untold odour, stinks and discomfort to learning and relaxation. 

Other eateries with similar activities of sewage channelization within Calabar Education 

Zone in the study areas includes Crunches, Apples, De choice, Pepperoni, Restaurants and 

Hotels. This sewage contains toxic chemicals responsible for offensive odour and eyesore 

in certain streets due to fermentation.  Mbuligwe and Kassenga (2012) affirmed that the 

attitude of sewage disposal from industrial activities contain high amount of pollutants such 

as biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), suspended solids, oil and greases and other toxic 

organic and inorganic chemicals. If these substances are left untreated, they can cause 

serious harm to the environment and human health. 

Additionally, Mara (2013) explained that negative attitude of sewage disposal has 

their various health implication which has smelling odour and unsightliness. These 

conditions seem greater in rainy periods by virtue of increase in hotness or coldness which 

increases the amount of bacterial action on clogged sewage within an area. Direct health 

implication concern mainly workers who remove sewage from the gutters while for the 

overall population, the fundamental hazard to wellbeing are backhanded and emerges from 

reproducing of illness vectors, principally flies and rats. When sewage disposal is clogged 

with buildup of fats, oil and grease (FOG) leading to blockage of the flow to the drain in 

the sewer system resulting to diseases like diarrhea, typhoid fever, cetric fever and cholera. 

Also, channelization of sewage through open drainage breeds mosquitoes which transmit 

pathogens that cause malaria, thereby affecting the health status of people residing in such 

areas.  

However, people may even change their attitudes toward improper sewage disposal 

by the use of folk-tales and electronic media for attitude change towards proper 
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management of sewage disposal. Folktale reflect cultural heritage of people (values, 

attitude, belief, custom and tradition) which have been shared in every society to entertain, 

educate and preserve cultural environment. Folktales permit people to express emotion in 

a socially approved manner because people can engage in projective fantasy by creating 

tales that are realistic, using symbolic and metaphoric projection on both the unconscious 

and conscious level of information towards an issue like sewage disposal on the 

environment. 

Similarly, Meydan and Dogu (2008) contended that folk- tales are use as stories to 

clarify people perceptions towards environmental management in different culture and 

regions. It is a strategy for incorporating technique and subjective information or messages 

on the causes of sewage disposal and its management. They stressed further that folks-tale 

stories are used to explained the nature of human interaction that portrayed negative attitude 

towards polluting the natural environment especially improper sewage disposal. Some 

stories concentrate on the collaboration of nature and people towards environmental 

management while other story based on environmental pollution including sewage 

disposal. Other different stories could be printed in different pages of books’ picture painted 

with oil paint, and photos of alternate pages drawn with watercolor demonstrating the 

impact of sewage on the environment. 

Barraza and walford (2009) affirmed that many scholars on environmental 

pollution use folktale to describe liquid waste leakage and tried to explain numerous 

approaches to dispose of the waste. For example, when the waste arranged under the 

ground, it butchers blooms, when allowed in the sea it mixes with water from underground 

channels and returns to the environment. Based on some arguments like Feathers and Arya 

(2012) account can give an especially rich wellspring of learning about the hugeness 

individuals find in their workaday lives. Folktales are useful for applications towards 

attitude and waste-water disposal and not only for culture acquisition of child.  Many 

folktales characterize moral points of view, epistemological perspectives, and social 

developments of personalities. For the most part, the folktale procedure strengthens the 

group or social information contained in stories about sewage contamination of Barraza 

and Walford (2009) which depicts that the key proficiency advancement has a reliable 

introduction to narrating and story talk in both at home and social conditions. Any 

indigenous literature like folktales is enriched with the knowledge of wide variety of 

attitude on sewage disposal management.  

A study conducted by Starou (2015) on the determinate of folk-tale as education 

on attitude towards environmental management in Malishia. The purpose was to 

encompass the transfer of collective memory from generation to generation which is 

reflected in folktale and attitudes toward the environment. A survey research was employed 

with a sample size of 94 respondents randomly selected from 3 communities. A well-

structured interview and questionnaire were used for data collection. A descriptive statistic 

and chi-square analysis were used for the study. The result of the descriptive analysis from 

the interviewer indicted that 55.32% has received education by using folk-tales to illustrate 

to them on the attitude towards environmental issues including sewage disposal while 

44.68% believed that every individual has both positive and negative attitude toward the 
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consciousness of the environment. The analysis of chi-square revealed that the calculated 

t- value was 6.09 while the critical was 3.84 at 0.05 level of significance.  Based on this, it 

was concluded that using folk-tales as education significantly influence attitude towards 

environmental management. The finding of the above review is connected to the 

investigation as it evaluates the important of folktale towards environmental management 

including sewage disposal. 

The dramatic format of stories itself can function within informal setting as the 

primary form of teaching and learning as noted by Court and Rosental (2007). They further 

posited that stories and storytelling require children/adults to actively engage mainly in the 

content by using both their emotional intelligence and their cognitive ability towards issues 

on the environment especially the attitude on wastewater disposal. Thus, folktales are 

essential pedagogical media tools for teaching and learning on how sewage is being 

disposed properly without health effect on the environment.  This is same to the storytelling 

process in the part of society where the stories have been taken into account as the most 

effective tools in education process. Hence, Jafar and Buzzelli (2014) note that people and 

electronic media are the media of mass correspondence starting from the convictions, 

culture and traditions of a particular region or populace. People and customary media 

incorporate different fluctuated sound and visual structures, for example, narrating, 

puppetry, tunes, moving, verse presentations, messages or the inventive utilization of 

conventional expressions and artworks to pass message to the audience or the society.  

Electronic media (such as radio and television) is capable of raising public 

awareness, perception and positive attitude towards sewage disposal. Radio and television 

as an effective communication tool are associated with wide geographical coverage. For 

instance, radio is known to have been more effective, most rampant and best means for 

getting out to a huge mix of individuals. It is seen as not being capital intensive due to its 

availability and accessibility. Radio and TV are regularly connected with their wide 

topographical scope and the moderately shoddy cost of securing and utilizing them rather 

than the print media. In support of this, Akpoghiram and Okoro (2014) stated that the two 

media (radio and TV) are successful natural specialized apparatuses which could be utilized 

to raise open mindfulness and awareness towards ecological worries with a high level of 

viability. Communicate media edification crusades on strong/fluid waste administration 

could be in any form of radio jingles, TV advertisements (green promoting), principle news 

release, open administration declaration, wellbeing programme et cetera.         

 Nevertheless, Akpabio (2010) collapsed the aforementioned into oral, non – oral 

and obscure modes. His characterization may have come up from the way that advance 

mechanical contemplations are not critical to society/convention media typology as they 

are for the most part situated inside what he calls symbolography. What's more, obviously, 

the "new" media which mechanical progression has made extremely alluring and intelligent 

including program components, for example, the web, computerized video circles (DVDs), 

Ipads, and so on where environmental issues can be displayed (Amstrong-Idachaba, 2010). 

These different media of correspondence is currently being put to utilization in different 

levels in various components of the society, not exempting Nigeria. Whereas the cutting 

edge and 'new' media are transcendently utilized as a part of urban and rural focuses in 



JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND TOURISM EDUCATION (JETE). Maiden Edition June 2018, Vol. 1, No. 1               19 

AWARENESS STRATEGIES AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS SEWAGE DISPOSAL AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF CALABAR EDUCATION ZONE IN CROSS RIVE 

STATE, NIGERIA - ADDO, DORIS ELEMI & AGBA, PETER UKWONDI 

 

Nigeria, the customary media are particularly in dynamic utilization in rustic setting the 

nation over where over 70 percent of the population resides. Regardless, all media whether 

customary, present day or 'new 'media, help to illuminate, teach, publicize, engage, activate, 

enhance, mingle, connection and overview depending on the particular phenomenon. 

In an investigation of tenants' observation on household squander transfer in Ijebu 

Ode, Southwest Nigerian, Banjo, Adebambo and Dairo (2009) result demonstrated that 

radio and TV were the most accessible (93% and 96% individually), the most effortlessly 

got to (70 percent and 73 percent separately) and the best wellsprings of ecological data 

(61 percent and 64 percent separately). The investigation demonstrated the adequacy of 

electronic media, especially the radio and TV in making mindfulness about general 

wellbeing and ecological problems. Radio and TV are frequently connected with their wide 

topographical scope and the generally shabby cost of gaining and utilizing them rather than 

the print (Banjo et al, 2009). The two media (radio and TV) are successful natural 

specialized devices which could be utilized to raise open mindfulness and cognizance 

towards ecological worries with a high level of viability. Communicate media edification 

battles on sewage waste management can come in any type of radio jingles, TV plugs 

(green publicizing), principle news release, open administration declaration, wellbeing 

projects et cetera. 

In addition, television is also known to have made the highest effect on the 

audience by virtue of its hearing and seeing properties. Television gives a strong message 

in the mind of the individuals as it reaches a large number of individuals same time also 

providing an avenue for a communication to be shown in images or pictures concerning 

sewage disposal management. Banjo, Adebambo and Dairo (2012) conducted an 

investigation of resident’s belief of domestic sewage discharge in Ijebu Ode, Southwest 

Nigeria. The aim was to determine the effectiveness of mass media on the attitude change 

toward improper domestic sewage disposal. To have a precise data, four hundred (400) 

pieces of questionnaire were given out to the respondent in the selected household using 

simple random sampling technique and non- probability technique. A descriptive simple 

statistical method was used. The result demonstrated that radio and TV were the most 

accessible, effortlessly gotten to and successful wellsprings of ecological data. The 

examination demonstrated the viability of the broad communications, especially the radio 

and TV in making awareness about proper domestic waste disposal system.   

Ecological crusades could be sought after utilizing distinctive media like radio and 

TV. Radio for instance is accepted to be the best, prominent and valid medium for 

achieving an expansive including many crowds. It is moderately shabby, accessible and 

available. It may be fueled by battery, requiring inconsequential education level to fathom. 

Radio is still the strongest and powerful ecological specialized device for achieving a huge 

scope of gathering of people in creating nation like Nigeria (Nwabueze, 2007) in a similar 

advancement, TV is accepted to have the most effect on the group of onlookers. This is a 

result of its varying media benefits. It drops an enduring foot-print in the mind of the 

gathering of people. TV can contact assorted individuals all the while and give chance to a 

message to be shown in pictures. 
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Theoretical framework 

The accompanying speculations were utilized to guide the study 

(i) Stern and Dietz value basis theory for environmental attitude (1994) 

 

 Value basis theory for environmental attitude was propounded by Stern and Dietz’s 

in 1994. They identified and differentiate three levels of environmental concern that can 

influence behaviour specific attitude and environmental behaviour as egoistic, altruistic and 

biospheric environmental concern. The first people with high Egoistic concern specifically 

considered the expenses and advantages of ecological conduct for themselves. Why 

because, when the apparent advantage surpasses the apparent costs, they will have natural 

cordial aim. The second individuals with high charitable concern base their choice to carry 

on expert naturally or not on the apparent expenses and advantages of conduct for other 

individuals, for example, the network, family or mankind by and large. Thirdly, the general 

population with high biospheric concerns bases their choice to act master earth on the 

evident costs and advantages for the environment. 

Schultz (2010) noted that concern about particular natural issues might be 

established in attention to destructive results of ecological issues to values. As indicated by 

the author’s information, no investigation has inspected the connection between ecological 

concern as behaviour- specific belief (that is attitude, subjective norms and individual 

perceived behaviour control (IPBC) from the theory of planned behaviour by Ajzen (1991).  

Thus, attitude does not decide conduct specifically, but rather impact conduct 

expectations and shape our activities while goals are affected by social ('regulating') 

weights and not only by attitudes. Ajzen (1991) articulated that knowledge is also 

recognized as a factor that influences a person’s attitude and subjective norms to 

behavioural intention which gives the possibility of association between attitude and actual 

behaviour. This means that, a definitive determinant of any conduct is the social 

convictions concerning its results and regulating convictions concerning its solutions of 

others'. Individual’s perceived behavioural control known as ‘individual’s perception’ of 

their feeling or ability of self-efficiency to perform behaviour, this is a behaviour 

determinant which is dependent on the type of relationship and nature of situation. 

However, individuals are basically judicious; they make orderly utilization of data 

accessible to them and are not controlled by oblivious intention or over powering wants. 

         The relevance of value basis theory for environmental attitude to the study anchored 

on the attitude of people who are concerned about environmental problems including 

sewage disposal management through the altruistic, egoistic and biosphere reasons.  It also 

examines the relationship between general beliefs, behaviour specific (attitude, subjective 

norms and perceived behavioural control) and intentions that provide a distinct basis for 

sewage disposal behaviour and attitude toward proper handling. People may increase the 

rate of indiscriminate sewage disposal because the cost of handling may be significantly 

too low (altruistic) or because of the negative attitude of open disposal of sewage.  

         More so, people attitude may be viewed as high cost behaviour because of the issues 

related with the behaviour freedom and convenience in the disposal of sewage 

indiscriminately. Whereas, more positive general attitude and value towards sewage 
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disposal are likely to encourage environmental consciousness which in turn increase greater 

intensions to engage in household sanitation, proper channelization for sewage disposal, 

good sucker-away and treatment from the industries before disposing. This theory also 

implies that, even though actions or behaviour can be intentional, some levels of awareness 

of an individual can influence such intentional action. This means that traits or phenotype 

for action can be modified by social factors such as level of education and experience per 

influence among others. The theory can be interpreted to hold that attitude of residents 

towards sewage disposal can be expected to predict their behaviour. 

 

Statement of the problem 

Cross River State capital, has often times been termed the cleanest state capital in the 

nation. This has some connection with the natives of Calabar who are traditionally clean 

people with the early contact with Western civilization intended to promote the 

consciousness of hygienic environment. On a normal day, women are seen sweeping the 

streets, pick refuse from the sites, trucks packing waste, cleaning the drainages and so on. 

It is unfortunate that in recent times, this attitude has changed negatively towards 

environmental cleanliness. Now, there is no proper toilets, most channels are blocked due 

to waste dumped in the gutter, buildings are not properly built with channelization, even 

where drainages are provided; people prefer to dispose their sewage on open space 

indiscriminately. 

This show that attitude of residence in disposing sewage in Calabar Education Zone 

has resulted in a dirty environment and gives room for concern. It is observed by the 

researcher that unfairness of human attitude towards sewage disposing facilities and 

drainages may have the highest rate of pollution and its health effect in our city 

environment. These could be as a result of  poor attitude of maintaining sucker-away, 

evacuation, poor sewage treatment plant in some industries and  ineffective environmental 

sanitation have present a grim litany of woes on our environment. Also, increase amount 

of sewage emanating from residential and factories areas like eateries, cassava processing 

and palm oil processing due to negative attitude and perception towards proper handling of 

sewage. Some of the residents do not dispose their sewage into the channels that have been 

provided rather on the ground or open space. Some people are influenced by their neighbor 

on the pattern of sewage disposal. There is no doubt that human activity produce waste 

liquid, solid and gaseous but the attitude of managing them becomes a problem.  

The effort made by the state government through the introduction of last Saturday 

of every month for environmental sanitation, Calabar Urban Development Authority 

(CUDA) and the waste management as a priority under Cross River State Government plan 

(i.e solid waste development) is yet to produce the expected outcome. The challenges of 

sewage disposal indiscriminately and clean up drainage is still alarming due to poor 

attitudes of resident, I do not care attitude of sanitation workers and environmental 

monitoring of sewage management. Again, inability and ineffectiveness of utilizing folk-

tale and electronic media as educative tools in regards to sewage disposal management.  

How then could the use of these modes above contribute to positive change attitude of 
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residents towards sewage disposal management in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River 

State? 

 

Purpose of the study 

The purpose of this research is to determine the extent to which awareness strategies 

influence attitude towards sewage disposal among the inhabitants of Calabar Education 

Zone of Cross River State, Nigeria. 

Particularly, the investigation seeks to: 

1. Determine how folk-tale influences attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. 

2. Ascertain the extent to which electronic media influences the attitude of residents 

towards sewage disposal.  

 

Research questions 

The accompanying research questions were posed to control the investigation: 

1. How do folk-tales influence attitude of residents towards sewage disposal? 

2. To what extent do electronic media influence attitude of residents towards sewage 

disposal? 

 

Statement of Hypotheses 

The accompanying research hypotheses were posed to control the investigation: 

1 There is no significant influence of folk-tale on attitude of residents toward sewage 

disposal. 

2 There is no significant influence of electronic media on attitude of residents towards 

sewage disposal. 

 

Methodology 

The region of this investigation was Calabar Education Zone of Cross River State, Nigeria. 

The zone consists of seven (7) nearby government zones to be specific: Akpabuyo, 

Akamkpa, Bakassi, Biase, Calabar Municipality, Calabar South and Odukpani with a 

projected human population of 1,590,200 million people (National Population 

Commission, 2017).  The investigation employed descriptive survey design as it directed 

towards ascertaining the state of a phenomenon as it exists at the period of an examination. 

Simple random sampling procedure was utilized for choosing 5 neighborhood governments 

while the selection of communities used for the study was done through proportional 

sampling of 10%. A sample of 409 was drawn from 42 communities in five (5) selected 

local government areas in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River State. The instrumental 

utilized for information gathering was titled: awareness strategies and attitude towards 

sewage disposal questionnaire (ASASDQ) using four-point Likert scale. The reliability 

coefficient analyzes was obtained using Cronbach alpha method between 0.72 to 81. This 

was high enough for utilization in the investigation. 409 questionnaires containing 22 items 

were administered and retrieved and analyzed using simple linear regression analysis at .05 

level of significance. 
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Results 

This section covered data analysis which is presented based on each hypothesis formulated 

for the study. This is followed by interpretation of results and discussion of findings. The 

hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance. 

 

1) Hypothesis one 

There is no significant influence of folk tale on attitude of residents towards sewage 

disposal. The independent variable in this hypothesis is folktale while the dependent 

variable is attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. Simple linear regression statistical 

tool was used for data analysis. The result of this analysis is presented in Table 1. 

The result of analysis of data presented in Table 1 revealed that the predictor or 

independent variable (folktales) does not significantly influence the predicted or dependent 

variable (attitude of residents towards sewage disposal) in Calabar Education Zone of Cross 

River State. The predictor variable accounted for 0.01% of the attitude of residents towards 

sewage disposal in the study area. 

In addition, the result of regression analysis of variance presented revealed that 

there was no significant influence of folktales on attitude of residents towards sewage 

disposal F (1, 407) = .259; p>.05. This result indicated that there is very low contribution 

of folktales to attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. This showed that there is low 

utilization of folktale as an environmental awareness strategy in changing attitude of 

residents towards sewage disposal in the study area. 

Table   1: Simple linear regression analysis of the influence of folktales on attitude of 

residents towards sewage disposal in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River State (N = 

409) 

 

Model     R   R2 Adj.R2 Std error of  

  estimate  

1 .025 .001 -.002   3.46810  

Source 

of variance 

SS Df     MS    F-

ratio  

 p-level 

Regression  3.114   1 3.114 .259 .611 

Residual 4895.277 407 12.028   

Total  4898.391 408    

 

2) Hypothesis two 

There is no significant influence of electronic media on attitude of residents towards 

sewage disposal. The independent variable in this hypothesis is electronic media while the 

dependent variable is attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. Simple linear 

regression statistical tool was used for data analysis. The result of this analysis is presented 

in Table 8. 
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The result of analysis of data presented in Table 2 revealed that the predictor or 

independent variable (electronic media) significantly influences the predicted or dependent 

variable (attitude of residents towards sewage disposal) in Calabar Education Zone of Cross 

River State. The predictor variable accounted for 30.3% of the attitude of residents towards 

sewage disposal in the study area. 

In addition, the result of regression analysis of variance presented stated that there 

was a significant positive influence of electronic media on attitude of residents towards 

sewage disposal F (1, 407) = 177.162; p<.05. This result indicated that there is a moderate 

positive contribution of electronic media to attitude of residents towards sewage disposal. 

This implied that if the use of electronic media continues to increase, the attitude of 

residents towards sewage disposal will further become more positive. On the other hand, if 

the use of electronic media decreases further, the attitude of residents towards sewage 

disposal will become negative in the study. 

 

Table   2: Simple linear regression analysis of the influence of electronic media on attitude 

of residents towards sewage disposal in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River State (N = 

409) 

Model     R     R2 Adj.R2 Std error of  

  estimate  

1 .551  .303 .302   2.89574  

Source of variance     SS Df     MS    F-ratio  p-level 

Regression  1485.563   1 1485.563 177.162 .000 

Residual 3412.829 407 8.385   

Total  4898.391 408    

 

Discussion of findings 

In this section, the findings obtained in the study are discussed based on the hypotheses 

formulated for the study. 

1. Folktales and attitude towards sewage disposal 

The finding from analysis of hypothesis one stated that the null hypothesis was upheld. 

This implied that there was no significant influence of folktales on attitude of residents 

towards sewage disposal in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River State. This could be 

because of the low use of folktales in disseminating environmental information in the study 

area, which has not allowed this environmental awareness strategy to contribute 

significantly to attitude of residence towards sewage disposal in the study area.  

This finding concurs with the finding of Feathers and Arya (2012) which reported 

that account can give an especially rich wellspring of information about the criticalness 

individuals find in their daily work day lives. Folktales are useful for applications towards 

attitude and waste-water disposal and not only for culture acquisition of child. Many 

folktales characterize moral points of view, epistemological perspectives, and social 

developments of personalities. For the most part, the folktale procedure fortifies the group 
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or social information contained in stories about sewage pollution of Barraza and Walford 

(2009) which describes that the key education advancement has a steady presentation to 

narrating and story talk in both at home and social situations. Any conventional literature 

like folktales is enriched with the knowledge of wide variety of attitude on sewage disposal 

management.  

The finding of this study is also in alliance with the finding of Court and Rosental 

(2007) which posited that stories and storytelling require children/adults to strongly involve 

mainly in the content by using both their emotional intelligence and their cognitive ability 

towards issues on the environment especially the attitude on wastewater disposal. Thus, 

folktales are essential pedagogical media equipment for imparting and learning on how 

sewage is being disposed properly without health effect on the environment.  This is same 

to the storytelling process in the part of society where the stories have been taken into 

account as the most effective tools in education process. 

 

2. Electronic media and attitude towards sewage disposal 

The finding from analysis of the second hypothesis stated that the null hypothesis was 

rejected. This implied that there was a significant moderate influence of electronic media 

on attitude of residents towards sewage disposal in Calabar Education Zone of Cross River 

State. This could be as a result of the fact that electronic media is the most widely used 

environmental awareness strategy in the study area and the information provided is usually 

interpreted in the language of the locals to ensure clear understanding. Most environmental 

protection and management information disseminated in the study area is through the 

electronic media. This is why it accounted for a significant influence on the attitude of 

residents towards sewage disposal.  

This finding agrees with the finding of Akpoghiram and Okoro (2014) which 

reported that radio and TV are regularly connected with their wide topographical scope and 

the moderately shoddy cost of securing and utilizing them rather than the print media. They 

further stated that the two media (radio and TV) are compelling natural specialized devices 

which could be utilized to raise open mindfulness and awareness towards ecological 

worries with a high level of viability. Communicate media illumination crusades on 

strong/liquid waste administration can come in any type of radio jingles, TV plugs (green 

publicizing), fundamental news notice, open administration declaration, wellbeing project 

et cetera.       

 The finding of this study is also in agreement with the finding of Nwabueze (2007) 

which revealed that environmental crusades could be sought after utilizing distinctive 

media like radio and TV. Radio for instance is accepted to be the best, prominent and 

dependable medium for achieving an expansive and heterogeneous gathering of people. It 

is generally modest, accessible and available. It can be fueled by battery, requiring 

inconsequential education level to grasp. Radio is still the most strong and successful 

ecological specialized instruments for achieving a tremendous scope of gathering of people 

in creating country like Nigeria. In a similar improvement, TV is accepted to have the most 

effect on the group of onlookers. This is a result of its varying media benefits. It leaves an 
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enduring idea in the psyche of the gathering of people. TV can contact different individuals 

all the while and give chance to a message to be shown in pictures or pictures. 

 

Conclusion 

The study aimed at finding out and presenting information on awareness strategies and 

attitude of residents towards sewage disposal in Calabar education Zone of Cross River 

State. The findings from the investigation showed: 

that there is low utilization of folktale as an awareness strategy in changing attitude 

of residents towards sewage disposal in the study area. 

that there was a significant influence of electronic media on attitude of residents 

towards sewage disposal in the study area. 

 

The need for residents to be encouraged to view sewage disposal as constituting a serious 

environmental issue has become pertinent because of its consequences to environmental 

aesthetic and quality. Most residents within the study area do not see sewage as a harmful 

substance that needs urgent attention. It is common to see suck-aways overflowing along 

streets while other forms of sewage are indiscriminately disposed in unapproved areas. The 

need to continually sensitize the populace on the dangers of indiscriminate sewage disposal 

and change negative attitude towards sewage disposal has prompted the use of various 

awareness strategies. These awareness strategies help to disseminate useful information 

that would encourage people to understand the implication of their actions on the 

environment. 

 

Recommendations 

The researcher made the following suggestions based on the findings of this investigation; 

i. The use of folktales in disseminating environmental awareness on sewage disposal 

should not be encouraged in the urban setting because of its low inputs towards 

influencing the attitude of residents towards sewage disposal 

ii. Massive use of electronic media in disseminating environmental information should 

be encouraged in the study area in order to build the capacity of residents on 

sustainable sewage management 
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