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Abstract 

Local and global environmental aberrations caused by climate change threaten 

human existence. Research attributes climate change to non-sustainable human 

activities on the environment. Several approaches and declarations have been 

suggested and adopted to save the environment from decay and destruction. One 

significant approach has been the introduction of environmental education in school 

curricula in Nigeria. While that is laudable and positive, there is a need to extend the 

campaign for sustainable environmental practices beyond the curriculum contents of 

a particular subject. Therefore, this paper makes a case for an environmentally 

friendly English Language pedagogy.  This paper proposes the Green English 

Pedagogy where the English language classroom could serve as a means for the 

inculcation of positive and environmentally sustainable knowledge, attitude and 

practices. 
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Introduction 

In recent times, environmental issues, especially of climate change and its attendant 

increase in temperatures and severe alterations in global climatic parameters have 

forced itself into the human consciousness through harsh climatic statements evident 

in unprecedented floods, aberrant temperatures, benignly named storms with far less 

than benign aftermath, earthquakes, and other cataclysmic natural disasters. 

Deforestations, desert encroachment, displacement of ecosystems, extinction of 

wildlife, and threat to livelihood are unequivocal signatures of human misadventure 

and abuse of their environment. 

 

The incessant cases of floods and the relentless encroachment of the desert in Nigeria 

attest that the impact of climate change is not remote. Rather climatic change has 

brought rapid, but undesirable changes and challenges (Nigerian Environmental Study 
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Action Team (NEST), 2011). For instance, Nigeria is reported to have the highest 

deforestation rate in the world (Mba, 2018). Nigeria also has the sad reputation of 

harbouring the world most polluted cities (Park, 2016). Dr Flavia Bustreo, WHO 

Assistant-Director General, Family, Women and Children’s Health describes air 

pollution as the foremost cause of ailment and mortality (WHO, 2016). The 

organisation reports that evidence implicates human activities in the global climatic 

aberrations. 

Figure 1: A receding river, evidence of climate change. (Source: Timothy, A. E.) 

 

The issue of climate change and how to tackle it is intricately woven into the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Goal 15, for instance, seeks to “protect, restore and 

promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.”  This 

goal, in addition to Goals 6, 7, 11, 12 and 14, seems to converge at Goal 13 which 

demands “…urgent action to combat climate change and its impact”  (United Nations 

(UN), 2015). 

 

Various approaches have been adopted to address the problems of climate change. 

Many conferences such as Stockholm Conference, Rio Conference, Kyoto Protocol, 

the United Nation Earth Summit II, etc. have been held; optimistic accords signed, 

resolutions reached (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2018). Yet, significant reversals of the 

impact of climate change are not recorded. Despite strategies by governments to 

achieve the SDGs, the Sustainable Development Report of 2018 still paints an abysmal 

picture. According to the report (United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, 2018), 90 percent of the city dwellers still breathe polluted air, while land 

degradation continues to threaten over one billion people. 

 

Beyond corporate policies and institutional resolutions, the efforts of individuals could 

aggregate to limit significantly the consequences of human mismanagement of the 

environment. Human problems demand human solutions. Regarding climate change, 

Stenhouse et al (2014) have admitted that it requires concerted response by all, besides 
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government and allied agencies. Moreover, since climate change is the result of 

people’s attitude to their environment, an attitudinal change is necessary to undo the 

damage already caused.  

 

Education to the rescue 

Education is the process of helping people to acquire knowledge, skills, values and 

perceptions that are considered useful to them and their society. Formal education 

often occurs in a school.  Sharma and Pandya (2015) acknowledge that schools are 

central not only to knowledge acquisition but to attitude formation. There are many 

definitions of attitude. An attitude refers to “…an evaluation of an object of thought” 

(Bohner & Dickel, 2011, p. 392). It is also defined as the "psychological tendency, 

expressed by evaluating a particular entity with some degree of favor or disfavor" 

(Eagly & Chaiken, 2007, Cited by Bohner & Dickel, 2011). Bohner and Dickel (2011) 

also quote Schwarz (2007) who defines attitudes as "evaluative judgments, formed 

when needed, rather than enduring personal dispositions." In other words, attitude 

could be precipitated by certain events. Therefore, attitudes are formable and 

malleable.   

 

Research shows that several factors like the source of attitude change information, 

message design and mood of the recipient contribute to attitude change and stability 

(Crano & Gardikiotis, 2015). The way people respond to their environment is an 

attitude response. If people’s attitudes towards the management of their environment 

are changed, their responses to their environment might change. However, this might 

or might not result in a change in behaviour (Velasco & Harder, 2014).  

It is, however, possible for age-long attitudes to fossilise. That is why environmentally 

sustainable attitudes should be built early in the young because they are probably more 

impressionable and amenable to change than the adults. In other words, sustainable 

use of the environment should be inculcated early in life through formal education. In 

this regard, Zhang and Zhang (2009, p. 202) rightly note that the “Teachers’ mission 

is to help children develop a connection to the environment, through both learning and 

experience.” Not all teachers share this mission or are even aware of it. Perhaps only 

geography or environmental education teachers may feel obligated to expose learners 

deliberately to experiences that will connect them to the environment. Therefore, this 

paper posits that teachers of English be involved in creating environmental 

consciousness.  

 

Environmental education is currently a part of many schools’ curricula. However, 

Eheazu (2010) found low environmental literacy levels among undergraduates in 

Nigerian universities. Consequently, Eheazu (2014, p.74) recommends, among others, 

that Nigeria should advance “environmental literacy education in all her 
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universities….” A great suggestion by Eheazu, but waiting until the university level to 

promote environmental literacy is like trying to make a bow out of an Iroko tree.  

 

This paper, therefore, advocates that environmental literacy can begin earlier even at 

basic education level. It should permeate the whole curriculum from basic to tertiary 

education. Such understanding has given birth to the concepts of Green Curriculum 

and Green Schools. Florida Department of Environmental Protection (2009) provides 

the following conceptions of a green school: 

It can be a school that infuses lessons into curriculum that help 

students understand the importance of protecting our planet by 

creating less waste, conserving water, reducing energy or recycling. 

It can be any school that uses green cleaners, practices recycling and 

chooses environmentally friendly products (p.1)  

The second aspect of the conceptualisation is the focus of this paper; that is, weaving 

the concepts of environmental sustainability into the English Language curriculum of 

secondary schools. 

 

Green English 

To interlace environmentally sustainable knowledge and skills into the English 

language class is conceptualised in this paper as green English. Green English, 

therefore, refers to learning and teaching practices in the English class that integrate 

environmental themes, issues and solutions. Green English is, therefore, sustainable, 

environmentally friendly approaches to learning, teaching, and evaluation in the 

English class. It could be the vehicle for inculcating sustainable values and concepts 

and attitudes in the students.  

 

The challenges of climate change demand certain responses by teachers. One of such 

responses is: “…to increase students’ awareness about linkages between their subject 

and sustainable development….” (Hopkinson & James, 2010, p. 366). In other words, 

every subject in the school curriculum should be a vehicle of transmitting not just 

culture, but sustainable culture. Sustainable culture is culture that is inheritable, culture 

with a future, culture with a hope that the next generation will not inherit a ruined 

earth.  Education that integrates sustainable values and practices in its curriculum 

beyond the knowledge that may be hoarded in a subject called Environmental 

Education is, therefore, urgently necessary.  

 

That is why UNESCO (2006, p56) advocates “…rethinking and revising education 

from nursery school to university to include a clear focus … on the development of 

knowledge, skills, perspectives and values related to sustainability.” The organisation 

hinges such reforms on curriculum reviews that would leave imprints on all facets of 

the teaching-learning processes.  Consequently, every class in the school needs to 
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respond to the menace of climate change. One of such classes is the language class, 

and in this context, the English Language class.  

 

Language is one of humanity’s greatest gifts. Language allows people to deconstruct 

their environment into transferable codes. It allows people to frame their thoughts and 

communicate such thoughts. It allows people to negotiate their common existence 

through communal interaction. Moreover, beyond its ability to foster communication, 

language can help shape attitude as it is often used for instruction, campaigns, 

advertisement and social mobilisation. Therefore, language can be harnessed to foster 

students’ environmental awareness and change their attitudes to the environment.  

 

A change in attitude implies a change in thinking. Wals (2010, pp. 387-388) states, 

“Our search for a more sustainable world requires cutting edge new thinking that can 

break the cycle of unsustainable knowledge creation ….” Therefore, curriculum 

planners, school administrators and teachers need to change radically their thinking if 

the products of education are going to have the capacity to think differently and 

creatively. Fortunately, the Nigerian English Language e-Curriculum for Senior 

Secondary School (Nigeria Educational Research and Development Council, 2014) 

contains environmental sustainability or green themes. Under the vocabulary segment 

of the curriculum, there is an item labelled, “Words Associated with Environment” 

Therefore, even the English Language curriculum provides for the teaching of 

environmental vocabulary.  

 

However, it is not enough simply to enrich students’ environmental register. Therefore, 

the United States of America Environmental Protection Agency (n. d.) in recognition 

that teaching about the environment in the process of teaching English provides a 

portal for students to learn about reducing, recycling and reusing waste, produced a set 

of lesson plans and worksheets titled “Teach English, Teach about the Environment.” 

This is important because environmental problems are often felt at the personal as well 

as communal level. Therefore, education should not only create awareness about 

global environmental problems but also awaken curiosity and sensitivity to local and 

communal environmental challenges. In other words, the English class as an 

environmentally friendly class should foster creative and innovative problem-solving 

skills.  

 

In this direction, Louw (2013) suggests that sustainable education would have to 

provide solutions to future challenges.  A sustainable future is one of such challenges. 

According to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (2009), the prospect 

of a viable and sustainable environment lies with students. The document adds, “…by 

learning the steps that will benefit, restore and sustain our natural resources, our 
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students will be ready to continue with the steps necessary for a sustainable future….” 

(p.2)  

 

Similarly, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (2014) recommends that 

students need to visualize a sustainable world and describe how to achieve it. This 

requires students to have an awareness of what constitutes a sustainable society and 

learn the strategies of actualising it. Students need to realise that the earth is a common 

asset that all must preserve through sustainable practices. 

 

 
Figure 2: Earth, our joint asset. (Source: NASA) 

 

Greening the English class 

One of the ways of greening the English class is to include environmental themes in 

English textbooks. This will require textbook writers to include articles and newspaper 

extracts that address environmental issues. Such themes should be exploited in 

teaching all the contents such as composition, reading and listening comprehension, 

lexis and structure and phonology. Such texts should include photographs and images 

that highlight environmental problems and solutions. Where textbooks are deficient in 

environmental themes, the teachers of English can deliberately weave environmental 

themes into their pedagogy through some of the ways suggested in the subsequent 

sections.  

 

Continuous writing 

For creative and expository writing, the teacher can exploit themes such as:  

i. Our climate: what’s wrong with it 

ii. tending the earth 

iii. things we should not throw away  

iv. renewing our land, etc 
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Each student’s article could be used as News on Board (NOB) (Egbe, 2009). Here, 

with or without illustrations, the article is published on the class bulletin board or on 

any makeshift or improvised materials.  

 

Letter Writing 

Letter exchange amongst plants: Let individual students or groups role-play a 

particular local species of plant, flower or tree. Then, let the trees write each other 

letters about their experiences, dreams, threats, and challenges. Copies of such letters 

are exhibited on class or school notice boards. Let students assume the roles of 

different species of fishes and write a letter of complaint to the manager of a fertiliser 

company on the dire consequences of the release of industrial waste into their habitat.  

 

Comprehension 

Newspaper articles on sustainable issues could be used in teaching and testing 

comprehension. Students bring old newspapers or magazines that contain issues of 

environment, pollution, desertification, agriculture, oil spills, erosions, floods, 

alternative energy, etc. This helps in recycling the old newspapers or magazines and 

using them as instructional materials. The teacher groups the students according to the 

common subject matter their old newspapers treat. For instance, those who have papers 

on oil spill may form one group, while those who have articles on floods form another 

group.  

 

Alternatively, the teacher distributes newspaper cuttings for the class to scan for 

environment-related expressions. If the article or news item is of environmental 

concern, the class can skim it to identify the themes, find out and discuss the specific 

environmental issue in the article or news. Otherwise, the teacher can block 

environmental words in the article and allow the class brainstorm on possible 

expressions to fill the gaps. The teacher can transform this simple cloze test into a 

discussion of the environmental issue in the article.  

 

Games 

The teacher can introduce games that build on the environmental theme. For instance, 

the teacher can prepare crossword puzzles on environmental topics. The students 

individually or in groups may also prepare puzzles for prizes. An example is shown in 

Figure 3  

Locate the following words in this puzzle 

Green, geothermal, energy, biogas, living, sea, irrigation, reduce, recycle, renewable, 

soil, river, nature, conserve. 
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R I R R I G A T I O N L 

E E N E R G Y A O B A I 

U C C E N E D E E M T V 

S S E Y C E V R R F U I 

E N A U C R W E I E R N 

G H D G E L H A G V E G 

I E O S O T E N B A E S 

R J N S O I L I K L S R 

L O M E N O B C P Q E R 

C S G T U V W X Y Z A T 

T N I R P  E N O B R A C 

             Figure 3: Environmental sustainable vocabulary puzzle (Source: Authors) 

 

Green album  

Let the students prepare an album of newspaper cuttings of environment-related 

articles, photographs of plants, flowers, trees, birds, fishes, animals and insects. They 

can document evidence of mismanagement of the environment and of sustainable use 

of the environment.  

 

Debates  
Let children engage in debates on environmental issues. This is better done in groups. 

It may be a kind of intra-class challenge. Debates allow students to develop not only 

research skills, but also their oral communication skills. Examples of debate topics 

could include the following:  

i. “The Cross River State Government should not clear 1000 acres of forests for 

a superhighway.” 

ii.  “Fossil fuel drives our economy: without it, we are doomed”,  

iii.  “Birds are more important than trees” 

Other components of English like Grammar and Oracy Skills can also be taught by 

using environmental vocabulary and environmentally friendly instructional materials. 

Pupils may bring seasonal fruits and crops like mangoes, plums, monkey kola, and 

oranges to class as learning resources. Teachers could use them to teach countable and 

uncountable nouns.  

Example:  

1. Countable nouns: e.g. [pineapple = pineapples, orange = oranges, plum = 

plums, okra = okras, leaf = leaves, avocado = avocados]  

2. Uncountable Nouns: [yam = yam (but: a tuber of yam = tubers of yam); maize 

= maize, etc] 
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Also, the active and the passive voices can be practised by engaging the class in a 

discussion about how the crops are cultivated. For example, students may be asked to 

describe how yam is cultivated.  

1. Active (When you are interested in the actor): The farmer clears a portion of 

land, gathers the slash for use as composts and then makes mounds with which 

to plant the seedlings.  

2. Passive voice (when you are interested in the action): A portion of land is 

cleared by the farmer, the slash is gathered for use as compost. Then mounds 

are made with which to plant the seedlings. 
 

A discussion on the sustainable cultivation, uses, storage and disposal of the seasonal 

fruits and crops could be the focus of authentic oral communication 

 
Figure 4: Seasonal fruits and crops (Source: Alexander E. Timothy). 
 

The paperless English class 

The logical next step in greening the English Language class is by going paperless. 

Paper is a wood product. Wood is derived from the forest. The exploitation of timber 

for wood and paper depletes our forests, increases carbon emission and exacerbate 

adverse climatic conditions. Therefore, when pedagogical practices result in the 

reduction of paper use, it has some cumulative effects on the environment. Therefore, 

Carley (2014, p.10) comments: 

The momentum to go green coincides with advancements in technology 

and an awareness of how human consumption of scarce resources 

impacts the environment for our generation and those yet to come. 

Transferring from paper to a paperless classroom has never been easier. 
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Technology and Green English 
One way of making English pedagogy truly green is to use technology. Arguments 

may arise about hindrances to the deployment of technology in Nigerian classrooms. 

For instance, the Minister of Power, Works and Housing, Babatunde Fashola is quoted 

as saying that about 90 million Nigerians, have no access to electricity (The Guardian, 

6th May, 2018). Therefore, even though some rural schools may have computers, they 

often constitute monuments in the headmaster’s office or gather dust in the school store 

because of lack of electric power supply. Despite such limitations, mobile technology 

use in Nigeria is very high. Information and Communication Technologies govern the 

world currently. The cyberspace and cloud technologies dominate commerce and 

politics. Modern pedagogy has tapped into the cyber infrastructure.  The computer and 

other computerised devices saturate the market. They range from phones, I-phones, I-

pads, tablets, to laptops and desktops.  Computer studies is a core component of the 

Nigerian school curriculum from basic to tertiary education. This underlines the 

importance attached to ICTs in driving pedagogy and the economy.  

 

The application of ICT in Green English Pedagogy (GEP) is expected to reduce the 

use of paper and paper products. In order to reduce the use of paper, the teacher could 

employ the social media like Facebook, Skype, WhatsApp, Twitter, Messenger, etc. 

to engage the students. Also, it could be such fun to stumble on one’s English teacher 

on Facebook or WhatsApp where environmental posts, chats, and pictures can be 

shared. Class assignments can be posted for online discussions and inputs while 

individual submissions are uploaded to the teacher’s email. Students could be given 

homework where they are requested to ask their parents to use their Mobile dictionary 

apps to list the differences and similarities in pronunciation and spellings of US and 

UK English words. This is especially suitable in Nigerian public schools where 

students are not allowed to bring mobile phones to school.   

 

 

 

Figure 5: Paperless classroom (Source: Alfreds, 2015)  

 



Prestige Journal of Counselling Psychology, Vol. 2, No. 1, March 2019  ISSN: 2651-5687 (Print) 
A publication of the Association for the Promotion of Innovation in Education (APIE)  ISSN: 2651-5709 (Online) 

45 

Multimodal pedagogy 

Learning is more effective if it allows different modes of presentation. This agrees 

with the principles of differentiated instructions proposed by Carol Ann Tomlinson 

(Tomlinson, 2001). Differentiated instruction considers that since learners differ in 

their interests, learning styles and intelligences, instruction should be differentiated in 

content, process and product. Differentiated instruction works well with 

multimodality. Dressman (2010) defines multimodality as “the crafted integration of 

two or more ways, or modes, of communication, so that their combined meaning as a 

whole is greater than either mode separately or their simple combination” (p. 71).  This 

could demand use of varied and diverse instructional materials and approaches.  

Teachers could encourage students to experiment with other forms of presentations 

other than pen and paper. The teacher and students could use PowerPoint presentations 

in addition to field trips and excursions to farms, markets, refuse dumps, and so on. 

During such trips, students can take photographs of interest and later write or talk about 

how the trips affect their views of the environment.   

 

Conclusion 

Environmental challenges require multipronged approaches. One of such approaches 

is sustainable education, which, in principle and practice, fosters not only sustainable 

knowledge but also values and skills. Such sustainable education implies the greening 

of the curriculum through infusion of environmental ideas and concepts and awareness 

in all aspects of the school curriculum. A core subject that can champion such an 

approach is the English Language; hence, the concept of Green English.  For English 

to be truly green, classroom practices should foster the green process. Mere rhetoric 

about environmental issues and parroting of environmental vocabulary and lexicon is 

insufficient to inculcate environmentally friendly behaviours. Active participation of 

teachers and learners in green environment advocacy and classroom activities could 

have lasting effects on the English class, the school and the community.  

 

If the goal of education is to transform the individuals’ behaviour, and if the goal of 

Green English is to produce students who are environmentally friendly in knowledge 

as well as attitude and practice, then the pedagogy should indeed be green. This 

demands deliberate action by textbook authors and publishers to incorporate green 

themes, and environmental sustainability issues in English textbooks. It also requires 

teachers to innovate. This will necessitate the integration of environmental themes and 

vocabulary into class activities. Moreover, it will require the use of ICTs to reduce 

paper use. This will ensure that actual school practices foster the green attitude. 

Teachers may find Green English lesson plans at the following websites:  

1. https://www.teachforamerica.org/stories/lesson-plans-for-teaching-

sustainability 

https://www.teachforamerica.org/stories/lesson-plans-for-teaching-sustainability
https://www.teachforamerica.org/stories/lesson-plans-for-teaching-sustainability
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2. https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/green-screen-by-do-

ink/flows 

3. http://www.headsupenglish.com/index.php/upper-intermediate-

students/upper-intermediate-news-les 

4. http://teachers.egfi-k12.org/map-the-green-space/ 

5. https://www.edutopia.org/environmentally-conscious-lesson-ideas 

In addition, the Macmillan Dictionary Blog (n.d) offers a lesson plan that the English 

teacher could adapt and use for the execution of Green English.  

Finally, beyond mere vocabulary study, environmental literacy should be integrated 

into the English Language curriculum.  However, for proper implementation of such a 

curriculum, teachers will require knowledge and skill in executing Green English. This 

demands deliberate training of teachers through workshops and seminars organised by 

the Ministry of Education and/or the Nigeria Educational Research and Development 

Council (NERDC). 
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