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Abstract 

Insecurity is a global issue particularly in the developing countries. The alarming level of 

insecurity has been affirmed by research reports. For instance, the existing literature 

indicates high rate of insecurity in undeveloped countries, and that of Muslim majority 

countries. This has strong implications for science and economic development of any 

nation. This paper presents sources of data to indicate the extent of insecurity. The paper 

also highlights the implications of insecurity for science and economic development of 

any nation. Based on the discussion, conclusion is drawn and recommendations made on 

ways to tackle the issue of insecurity in our society among which is the creation of job 

opportunity and a strong collaboration between the developing and developed countries. 
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Introduction 

Security is seen as being freedom from danger or threats to a nation’s ability to protect 

and develop itself, promote its cherished values and legitimate interest and enhance the 

wellbeing of his people (Okotie 2010). In other words security can be seen as freedom 

from those tendencies which could undermine internal cohesion and the cooperate 

existence of the nation and its ability to maintain its vital and social, political and 

economic objectives. Internal security is the act of keeping people’s peace within the 

sovereign state or other self – governing territories. This is done generally by upholding 

the national law and defending against internal security threats (Dokun, 2005). 

 There are other dimensions to national security; job, water, food security; 

otherwise a national security policy would be of no use to the unemployed and hungry 

citizens that constitute the majority of the population in a poor country. In short, national 

security is the ability of a state to overcome any of its challenges no matter what the 

challenge is. It was probably on this score that in 2010, American president; Barack 

Obama canvassed an all – encompassing world view in his own definition of American’s 

national security interest which include “a strong, innovative and growing economics 

system that promotes opportunity and prosperity. In Nigeria context, national security is 

the aggregation of the activities of security agencies. We would not have had problem 

with security if it was premised on its correct meaning as there is no research proof that 
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the higher the expenditure on our agencies, the more the likelihood for us to have security 

of lives and property. Insecurity climate preludes both external and internal investment 

into a nation. Thus, security will be seen as not only a constitutional requirement but also 

as a necessary infrastructure for the development of a modern economy. It is virtually 

impossible to remove our security challenges from issues of development. 

 National security is a base for economic development of any nation. The issue of 

national security today is serious concern of the government of developed and developing 

countries alike. Focu (2002), and Iyoha and Oriakhi (2002), pointed out that violence is 

unconnected with the postulated positive association between security and growth. It is a 

clear fact that any form of instability such as violence brings no good to our nation. 

Looking at the effect of insecurity in national development, Grandstein (2002), and 

Ponzio (2004), observed that insecurity retards development, scares away investors, 

stultifies creativity and contaminates social relations. As a result, a reform to ensure 

growth, stability and contaminates social relations. As a result, a reform to ensure growth, 

stability and development need to be put in place. Essentially, peace and security of any 

country cannot be compromise as it is a determinant of economic growth and progress. 

Insecurity is a global menace, which challenges the very basis of our development (Ojo, 

2013). It cannot therefore be over-emphasized that national security is the basis that 

makes way for sustainable development. This is why Oladeji and Folorunsho (2007), 

pointed out that promotion of peace and progress are indicative of the country’s yearning 

for stability and consequently national development.  

 Nigeria is facing a surge of violence and lawlessness that has blighted the lives of 

thousands of the citizens. Nigeria leaders need to confront the violence whether 

committed by Boko Haram or not. According to Bekele (2012), the attack by Boko Haram 

has left more than 1,400 people dead in Northern and Central Nigeria since 2010. Jimoh, 

Agbenyeku, and Alimi (2012), pointed out that the governors are paying less attention to 

security and fail to address mass unemployment, poverty and thereby widening the gap 

between the rich and the poor, which consequently enhances insecurity. Tinubu (2013), 

blamed the current spate of insecurity in the country on the reluctance of the Federal 

Government to share security responsibility with the nation’s constituent parts. This 

monopolization of security control has turned Nigeria to the most dangerous place on 

earth. Beside Boko Haram, there is growing insecurity and blatant unchecked criminality 

in other parts of the nation. 

 Bad leadership, corruption illiteracy among others are responsible for the state of 

insecurity in our country. It is ridiculous to mention that at a time our government 

negotiated with the terrorists, using mobile phone. It is unfortunate that our security 

agencies could not use simple tracking devices to locate them. Multiple technologies exist 

that can be used to improve security. One may like to ask if the government is not capable 

of purchasing these technology devices to fight insecurity. This is where corruption comes 

in. “Public funds” are supposed to be used for the welfare of the public, but today, ‘public 

funds’ have been turned into individual wealth. Illiteracy is also one of the major causes 

of insecurity in Nigeria. It is a strong factor; leading people against their own country. The 

name Boko Haram is no more news in Nigeria. This is associated with some religious 

fundamentalists in some part Northeast who came up with the ideology that education is 

bad. The nation is faced with serious threat. Several attacks in the country were linked to 

this illiterate group. 

 Threats to the general peace may rage from low-level civil disorder, large-scale 

violence or even an armed insurgency. Threats to internal security may be directed at 

either the state’s citizens or the organs and infrastructure of the state itself and may range 
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from petty crimes, serious organized crimes, political or industrial unrest or even domestic 

terrorism. Foreign powers may also act as a threat to internal security, by either 

committing or sponsoring terrorism or rebellion, without actually declaring war. This 

callous event has negative implication for the progress, development and well-being of 

any nation. 

 

Trends of Insecurity 

The armed Boko Haram group had targeted police and other government security agents, 

Christian and Muslim. The Boko Haram insurgent group killed 590 people in 2011 as 

reported by the United States Department of State country’s reports on terrorism 2011. Of 

recent, the issue of kidnapping has added a new dimension to insecurity in Nigeria. From 

Oyo, Osun, Lagos to Edo, Delta and especially the South – East States. Kidnapping has 

become a very big business and a threat to the economic development of any nation. Ojo 

(2013), reported that recently in Delta State, no fewer than 139 armed bandits and 

kidnappers were nabbed between January and April 2013. Coordinator, office of the 

coordinator for counter terrorism, Daniel Benjamin as reported in the Nation Newspaper 

2012 August pointed out that Africa experience 978 terrorist attacks with Nigeria alone 

accounting for about 20% in 2011. According to him, there was 11.5% increase in 

terrorism attacks compared with 2010. 

 The activities of Boko Haram within the Nigerian state have placed the country in 

the international limelight. Since the first attack in 2009, the sect has launched 

unprecedented and coordinated attacks within the northeast of Nigeria. The nation’s 

capital city, Abuja has not been excluded from the attacks of the Islamic terrorists groups. 

The United Nations building and the Nigerian Police Force Headquarters were bombed by 

the sect. Bombing of the Nyanya Motor Park that claimed the lives of 37 Nigerian on 14th 

April 2014 and the follow up abduction of over 300 female students from Chibok have 

brought international support from the United Nations, France, Israel, Britain and China in 

ending the menace of Boko Haram. 

 The security situation in Nigeria water ways is embarrassing. Despite the 

acquisition of 179 high-speed boats by the Nigeria Navy to tackle insecurity in the 

Nigerian maritime domain, shipping lines are still avoiding sailing on Nigeria’s 

waterways for fear of attacks. Piracy, kidnapping, high jacking of vessels robbery and 

other thefts on Nigeria waters have become recurring issues with negative impact. Of 

recent, an LNG tanker was chased and fired upon by nine pirates in a speed boat on 6th 

November 2018 around 30 nautical miles, southeast of Bonny. Another attack was also 

reported by the independent security brokerage, Asket that on November 11 2018, around 

10 nautical miles off the mouth of the River Niger, eight armed men with covered faces 

attacked a vessel. 

 An Asian piracy Watchdog, R CAAP, reported that by October 2018 four 

crewmembers of an unnamed Singapore – flagged tug/supply vessel were kidnapped some 

60 nautical miles south of Republic of Congo. The watchdog also reported that a group of 

10 armed men with gun boarded an anchored ship, assaulted the crew and damaged the 

ships radio equipment, before abducting the vessel’s chief engineer, chief officer and a 

member of the deck crew. The trend has made shipping lines to patronize more secured 

ports in West African region. 

 Figures I and 2 below illustrate the trends of terrorism in 15 selected countries 

including Nigeria. 
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Fig 1: Kidnap victim, top 15 countries 2011 

Source: Benjamin (2012). Office of the Coordinator, the Counter Terrorism 

 
 

 

 

Fig 2: Deaths, Top 15 Countries 2011 

Source: Benjamin (2012). Office of the Coordinator, the Counter Terrorism 
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African experienced 978 attacks in 2011, an increase of 11.3% increase over the previous 

year (Benjamin, 2012). According to him, this might be attributable to the more 

aggressive attack tempo of the Nigerian based terrorists group, Boko Haram, which 

conducted 136 attacks in 2011, up from 31 the previous year. 

 From the report in fig I and 2, Muslim majority countries bore the greatest 

number of attacks involving 10% or more death with Afghanistan sustaining the highest 

number 47%, followed by Iraq 44%, Pakistan 37%, Somalia 25%, and Nigeria 12%. 

Afghans also suffered the largest number of fatalities overall with 3,245 deaths, followed 

by Iraqis, 2, 958, Pakistanis, 2, 038, Somalia, 1,011 and Nigeria 950. The report revealed 

that over 10,000 terrorist attacks occurred in 2011 affecting nearly 45,000 victims in 70 

countries and resulting in over 12, 500 deaths. The report also revealed that the near East 

and South Asia continued to experience the most attacks. According to the report, it 

occurred just over 75% of the 2011 of total and that African and the western hemisphere 

experienced five – year highs in the number of attacks, exhibiting the constant evolution 

of the terrorist threat. 

 

Implication of Insecurity for Science and Economic Empowerments  

The state of insecurity in the country has brought about so many negative effects, 

including millions of internally displaced persons. This has led to political, social and 

economic disruptions which in turn lead to slow economic growth and development. 

Conflict kills the prospect for broad – based growth. Without security in its 

broadest sense, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of the global world will not 

be attainable for many poor countries. Development efforts including many lives and 

properties can be wiped out by war or instability. The current insecurity will inhibit 

foreign government, domestic and private investors to accelerate growth and 

development.  

Due to insecurity, the macro – economic indices become unstable which manifest 

in huge fiscal deficits, galloping inflation, high debt burden and unstable foreign exchange 

rate and this has resulted to poor investment recovery and slow rate of economic growth. 

The security situation has become a major challenge for investors. It has affected investors 

in the following ways: the economy of many of the affected states are on the verge of 

collapse with implications for investment and job losses; hospitality industry in the 

affected states have been paralyzed, many investors especially Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMES) are relocating to other states. 

Distribution of goods and services to the Northern part of Nigeria is being 

hindered by insecurity according to the Lagos Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines 

and Agriculture (LACCIMA). The development has led to a significant reduction in 

turnover of companies operating from other part of the country. Investment and stocks of 

many companies have been trapped in some locations in the affected states in Nigeria. 

Manufacturing firms sourcing raw materials from the North are now facing serious 

challenges. 

Other fall out of the security challenges according to Benjamin (2012), are 

projects funded by banks in the affected states are now at risk many banks and branches 

have been closed while working hours for others have been drastically reduced; many 

projects under construction in the north have been abandoned; Confidence weakened as 

business across sectors experiences decline in sales owing to weak consumer demand and 

general economic and scientific development. 
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Conclusion 

Insecurity requires special consideration in any deliberation on scientific and economic 

development of any nation. Consequently among the insecurity risk are unstable foreign 

exchange rate and this has resulted to poor investment recovery and slow rate of scientific 

and economic growth. Sources of data to indicate the insecurity were presented and the 

implications for science and economic development were enumerated. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the discussions, the following recommendations were made: 

There should be strong global consensus to end the scourge of terrorism. The 

continents and leaders of all countries should cooperate in all possible areas including the 

war against domestic and global terrorism. There should be a stronger collaboration with 

developed countries so as to be able to tackle the acts of terrorism and insurgency. 

 The international community should come together and deploy its enormous 

resources to eradicate terrorism. Terrorism is a global threat that needs concerted efforts. 

Government should not only concentrate on security measures and services on the 

land but should also consider the maritime domain as negligence will make the maritime 

domain a safe haven for illegal activities of arms trafficking, illegal immigration, human 

trafficking and drugs trafficking and other types of trafficking. 

There should be intensive community involvement in security and those involved 

irrespective of their positions in the society should be exposed and prosecuted. The culture 

to protect criminals on the basis of religion and ethnicity led to insecurity and as such, the 

society should put a stop to it. The perpetuators live among us and are possibly people we 

interact with on daily bases. Vital information that can lead to their arrest should be given 

to the law enforcement agents and those responsible for the violence should be brought to 

justice. 

There should be job creation. A poverty ravaged people cannot fight crimes. 

Government must therefore sincerely address public infrastructural decay as a way of 

creating a conductive atmosphere to creating employment. Government at all levels 

should ensure probity, transparency and accountability to avoid waste and 

mismanagement of public funds. More seriousness should be attached to war and 

campaign against terrorism; and more emphasis should be on good governance and 

observation of the rule of law. The Nigeria’ police should be fearless in their task of 

addressing security challenges in the country. Police should avoid taking sides in any 

given situation while carrying out their duties. Security agencies urge to publicize 

emergency phone numbers. 
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